i e - e L g
L e
E =

—

B L e e R e T T T - .
i - I )
Py e — T

e

A summer holidey in Hewsaii

' It comes as e surprise to some, who 166k at those tiny
ﬂpecks on the mep in the middle of the Fec¢ifie, to lesrn thet the
 Heweiien Islands ere not low lying end palm fringed but volcanic

'-anﬂ nounteinous with peeks &s high as many in the Rocky kMountains.
:(nghest mountein in Heweii is Meuna Kee - 13,784 feat}

To those of us who have calied hawaii home for meny veers,

it 1is not merely the most importent militery outpcest of th
 United Stetes, but one of the beauty spots of the world where one

mey live s quiet but interesting life smong friendly pecple of
various reces.

What we do for emusement &nd wiere we gC when we have 8
vacation perplexes meny who visuslize the 1slesnds s being so
smell thst they must resermble & sort of Coney Island on & mide-
supmer Sundey. t is true that Honolulu and the Island of Oshu
seenn to be groviing more crowded but there remein lovely, quiet
spots for those who care to seek them and it is ebout one such
thet I thought my friends might like to hear.

In July, 1940, Ade LErwin and I packed the car with warm
bedding, & few ¢ld clothes and some food &nd tock it with us on
the boet to Ksusi, the nicet northerly of the flve large islenas

of the graup. We left Ionolulu at 10 p.m. in the evening and

arrived at the port of Newiliwili on Keuel at seven the next
morning. A4fter breskfast on the boet we climbed intc the cer
end were off con the 50 mile trip to our destine tion, Kokee in

Ithe Nationel TForest Reserve.

Aftesr a Tew hours drive on exzcellent peved roeds through
sugar cane, pinespple end pesture lends end 8 few modern villsges,
with glimpses of blue ccesn hergs end there, &t an elevation of
about 3,600 feet, we resched st the end of 8 gress grown rosd @
little cnttﬁge in Malcepopokl velley which we had rented from &
friend. But twelve hours from home snd with little inconvenlience
to ourselves we hed come from one of the busiest seaports in
the Pecific to & quiet retreat deep in the mounteins. 4 Trother
new cottege very roomy for two, sirmple enough to suit the surround-
ings but with.many of the comforts of home such e£s running weter,
pumped from the stresm below by &n hydrsulic.ram. T0 be sure we
cooked on 2 kerosene stove, but we hed en excellent reeding light
from & pressure, Kerosene lﬁmﬂ end each evening enjoyed the warmth
of 8 1little wecod stove which hes ted our beth water to almost the
scalding point.

I was unusuelly tired and Ads had promised thaet I might stay
in bed for a week if I wished, until I could get completely rest-
eds I scemed quite content, the first few deys, to remein there
indefinitely. Framed in the window above my bed were the soft
green leaves, I0sy pink buds and rich royel purple, five petsaled
flowers of the lesisndre (Tibouchine grenulosn) egeinst & deep
blue sky with drifting white clouds. There were sunmer lilsc
(Buddleia Jjeponica) in bloom teco #nd their leng levender spikes

. nodded in the cool trede winds. Not & sound disturbed the
. weautiful silence except the singing or twittering ol the birds.
.ﬁfﬂ,l@'the mornings we wekened to the music of the Mongoliecn thrusi,




one of the most beautiful song birds in the world. They seng
off end on all dey but especislly in the morning, ebout ncon,
and again/zhe late efternoon end evening.

n

Two neighbors could be eesily seen but rerely heard ebout
an eighth of & mile eway end no one ceme over the gress grown
roed to disturb our pesce end quiet. We hsd no rsdio so re-
ceived no disquieting news except when the newspeper or letters
arrived twice & week with the grocery boy who brought us food
supplies, ice end fresh milk twice & week from the plentetion
store et the foot of the winding mountein road, 20 miles awey.

4 hill, clothed in koe trees with new moon leaves, rose
behind our house, end in front & grassy slope descended a hun-
dred feet to the nesrest streem which ceme from the little
velley to the left. A second streem from & smell, nerrow, un-
inhabited, ineccessible velley joined the first to meke = lerger
stresm which continued under & steep wooded c¢liff s little to
the right. I loved to sit on the front step in the efterncon
with my cup of tesf and gaze upon this scene. The streems were
elmost choked with plents--the shrubs with levender and purple
blossoms, like those I saw from my bedroom window, grew to ten
feet in height end contrasted sharply with the yellows ond
orcnge of masses of nesturtiums end montbretiss. A few clumps
of blue hydrengss struggled for & plece in the sun &nd seemed to
be doing very well with blossoms twelve inches in dismeter. Ve
felt elmost selfish to be enjoying so much guiet end besuty
when in some parts of the world we hed friends who were suffer-
ing the streins end herdships of wer. “

When we hed dissipeted our fetigue and stored up sone
rest we begen tc think &bout taking some welks. ' There sre meny
treils, not tco well merked despite the CCC, but all kinds end
lengths, requiring =11 degrees of strength end endurance,
sccording to one's inclinstion.

OQur longest hike {ebout six miles) wes to the lookout
over Keleleu Velley, © velley, ineccessible except from the
see with precipitous mountain cliffs on three sides, mede
femous by & poor leper who hid himself there in 1893 end de-
fied the suthorities who wished to place him in the leper
colony. The trail wes through the native forest, predominate~
1y tell silvery-grey-berked lehua trees with smell feathery red
blossoms, the color of some of the birds which once wnhe bited
them end whose festrers were used in meking the famous Ha-
weiien festher cspes. The red feathered birds, like many of
the netive Hewaiisn ones, @re now extinect but there remein
some of the less spectaculaer verieties of the sap sucking
species which may be seen only in the reletively undisturbed
high forest regions. Thet day we sew severel of them with
fine long curved bills silhouetted ageinst the sky in the
trees obove us. One seucy little Elepaio thet spreads his
teil up like s fan rccompenied us for sbout s mile, flutter-
ing sbout in the bushes close by the treil, he diligently
" smrrched for insects, keeping one eye on us the while.




L ! The view from the lookout was superb. From a point &t
the head of the weley 4,000 feet sbove the see, we looked
down into a beautiful valley about one and & half miles wide
énd two miles long. We could see the thin line of sur: end
the sandy shore fer awey, &nd in the dis’ence the ocean melted
into the sky and clouds so thet the horizon could not be dis-
cerned, The white-teiled tropic birds with wing spreed of
ebout thirty inches cppeared like tiny, white pieces of flutter-
ing peper tossed from gn“#irplene, &s they wheeled snd floated,
soared snd dived along the eliffs where they nest. To cur
right was 8 besutiful weterfall seid to be @lmost & thousend
feet high but so distant thet we could 1ear no sound o it.

We hesiteted & bit =bout meaking this triy on & besutiful
Sundey &g we thought there might be meny people on the treil
but we met only & group of four, & peri-Hewelisn man, & Filipino
men with his pretty young Hewsiian wife who with their Jzughter
wes hunting for the fregrant mokihasne berries (capsules) (Pelee
eniseta) to meke leis. They did not go to the lookout, so we
h2d it to ourselves. We rested, ate our luncl. end feested our
eyes on the wild but peaceful scene for &n hotvr, then left re-
luctently, meeting no one but the birds on our return trip.

Waimee Canyon sffords the crowning view i.1 this region of
Ksuai. It mey be reached by treil from the coutege, but our
finest view wes one evening en hour before suncset when we went
by car twelve miles down the mountain roed to &n excellent look-
cut and steyed until night descended. Alone and undisturbed,
2,300 feet sbove the floor of the ecsnyon, We @ta our supper
and wetched the cloud shedows in this vest, ruggedly sculptured
gorge. No picture nor description is edequete to convey the
impression of this cenyon with 41ts exquisite coloring. The scoil
and rocks renge through hues of brown, red end yellow; deep in
the velleys, semi-tropical follege contributes mony shedes of
green; end over it sll snd in the winding distsnces & misty
Iavender heze blends the whole into a symphony of* color. In
the bright sun, in the glow of sunset or in the short, swift
twilight when the lavender haze decepens to purple end blues,
this greet silent cenyon with only the fgintest sound of roering
' water in the distence, leeves one with & feeling »f awe end the
f timelessness of neture. Geologists tell us it cemot have
| changed much in the lsst ten thousend yeers.

Cerey D. Miller
Honolulu
December, 1940
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