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The Untold Story

Who is Cec Heftel?

By Clinton Maeshiro,
Roy Takumi and
Dan Kiyomura

Cecil Heftel wants to be the next
governor of Hawail.

His multi-million dollar media cam-
palgn has swayed enough voters to give
him a lead in the public opinion
polls. The Honolulu Advertiser has
endorsed him.

But who is Cec Heftel? If he's
"coming home" (the tag line in early
television advertisements), where has
he been?

The untold story of this campaign is
in the record. It's a story that
deserves to be told.

How Did Cec Heftel Come to Hawali?
Cecil Heftel entered Hawall's poli-

tical scene with his race against U.S.

Senator Hiram Fong in 1970. At that

time, Heftel, who was born in Illinols,
had been in the Islands for less than
10 years. In the Islands, he was known
only as a successful businessman and
entrepreneur in the media industry.

But Heftel's fortune was not entire-
ly self-made. Before his arrival in
Hawaii, Heftel had married Edris joyce
Glassman. She was the daughter of Abe

The untold story of this campaign
is in the record. It's a story that
deserves to be told.

Glassman, the owner of various newspa-
per, radio, television, and real estate
interests in Utah,

Abe Glassman had set up major ac-
counts for Heftel's accounting busi-
ness, including radio station KLO, and
Heftel had been allowed to take over
KLO after he discussed the station's
loss of profits with his father-in-

law, Before long, he had acquired ano-
ther radio station, KIMN in Denver,
from his brother-in-law, and KGEM in
Boise, ldaho. In 1964, Heftel pur-
chased KGMB radio and TV in Honolulu
and KHBC radio and TV in Hile.

Heftel's entrance into politics was
based on his ownership of KGMB-TV,
Sidney Rosen, Heftel's biographer, con-
cludes that a major factor in Heftel's
political career was his "marriage Into
a prominent publishing and broadcasting
famlly that provided him with access to
the broadcasting industry and initiated
his media awareness." Through his edi-
torials as KGMB station owner, Heftel
gained the kind of public visibillity
which made him a viable candidate in a
statewlde race.

Heftel: The Maybe Democrat?

Before the 1970 election, U.S.
Senator Daniel Inouye asked Heftel to
Continued on page 4

A Trail of Absences

By Clinton Maeshiro

capital, he never expected that he
would be back in Hawaii after two

man Cecil Heftel.

interview,
value system."”
in Washington, D.C.?

Voting Participation

When Dan Boylan went to the nation's

months as press secretary for Congress-
But that's all he
couid accept--nine weeks of work for
the State's phantom Congressman put too
much of a strain on Boylan's idealism.
"He's a smart man...but I didn't
find a guy concentrating very much on
his job," Boylan said in 8 Ka Huliau
"Nor did I find a Congress-
man who appeared to have much of a

What was Cecil Heftel really doing

Since 1983, Heftel's absences for
votes on the House floor consistently
ranked him among the five worst Con-
gressmen in voting participation. The

The Congressman Nobody Saw

Since 1983, Heftel's absences for

ranked him among the five worst

votes on the House floor consistently

Congressmen in voting participation.

following performance:
U.S. House);

and

Heftel has argued that his poor
voting attendance is partially ex-

tion,

Continued on page 2

Congressional Quarterly records the

1983--absent for 66 percent of the
votes {worst among 434 members of the

1984--absent for 42 percent of the
votes (fourth worst in the U.S. House);

1985--absent for 25 percent of the
votes (fifth worst among Congressmen.)

plained by his serious traffic accident
in 1983 and post-accident rehabilita-

But Sidney Rosen, Heftel's bio-
grapher, states, "By August 1984 Con-
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The Gongressman Nohody Saw

Continued from page |

gressman Heftel was able to put aside
his last artificial device, his cor-
rective shoes, and appear physically
normal in public." (Rosen, p. 309)

In 1985, a year when Heftel claimed
he was ready to work, he still ranked
in the bottom five. Before he resigned
his seat in 1986, Heftel missed 31 per-
cent of the House votes--enough to rank
him 12th from the bottom among 434
House members.

And for the two years before his
accident in 1983, Heftel had the worst
voting participation record among
Hawaii's delegation. In fact, nhis

Monday, Angust 18, 1986, 7:00 pm.
Neal Blaisdell Center
Meeting Rooms

Bob Sevey, Mcderator

. Some of the Issues: |
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| - Computers
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+ Local School Districts
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Although Heftel spent thousands of
dollars on electronic "town meetings"
for his campaign, he considered
Congressional public hearings too
unimportant to attend.

performance has steadily slipped since
his first term in office.

The Federal Budget
A Non-"Substantive" Issue?

Heftel also defends his record by
explaining that he votec only on "sub-
stantive issues," while cnoosing to
miss what he considered unimportant
"procedural votes." He has never
explained why 430 other Congressmen
bothered to appear for these
"unimportant” votes.

And Heftel's "substantive” issues
didn't include House votes on the Fede-
ral Budget, the Farm Bill (which in-
cluded a provision supporting the do-
mestic sugar industry), Federal aid for
college students, and Gun Control--all
of which he missed in 1985 and 1986
alone. Furthermore, Heftel's 85 per-

cent participation on "substantive"
votes only still ranked him below the
average for all Congressmen on all
votes, including procedural votes!
Heftel's Boxscore:
160 At Bats, 0 Hits
When Cecll Heftel ran against U.S.
Senator Hiram Fong in 1970, he charged
that the incumbent was a "me too" sena-
tor, almost never leading, but riding
on the coat tails of his colleagues,
and that he had only authored five

bills. (Rosen, p. 148) Apparently,
Heftel learned a trick or two from
Fong.

During his 10 years in Congress,
Heftel introduced 160 bills and resolu-
tions. Only one measure was passed by
the House. Not a single one of
Heftel's pieces of legislation was ever
enacted into law.

When questioned about his lack of
success in getting anything through
Congress, Heftel replied: "The ques-
tion of bills passed is of no conse-
quence except to satisfy one's ego."
(Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Sept. 2, 1986)

Heftel also argued that he had ma-
naged to get his own ideas inserted
into other bills and resolutions.

However, one of Heftel's former
administrative assistants said that
the former Congressmen's explanation
about his ideas being incorporated in
other pieces of legislation was "way
off base." Bob Dye, another
administrative assistant, said that
Heftel actually "seemed to have no
committed legislative program.”

The New York Times on
Heftel's Committee Attendance

In 1985, the New York Times reported
on the members of the House Ways &
Means Committee. The article said,
"Cecil Heftel of Hawaii...a highly suc-
cessful broadcasting executive before
entering politics, rarely participated
this year in committee tax hearings."
{(New York Times, Sept. 15, 1985)

Heftel's reply was that his attend-
ance at Ways and Means Committee hear-
ings was unnecessary because it was
mainly "for show and of minimum impor-
tance.” (Hanolulu Star-Bulletin, Sept.

2, 1986) The remarks that public hear-
ings are only "for show and of minimum
importance” seemed to contradict
Heftel's claims that he favors open
government,

Perhaps Heftel should have attended

more informational hearings. Boylan
said, "Frankly, he did not appear to be
very knowledgeable substantively about
Hawaii or anything else.”

What was Heftel doing, if he wasn't
attending committee meetings, voting on
the floor, or working to get his
legisiation passed?

FUNDRAISER FOR GOVERNOR

Tuesday, July 29, 1986

igo-&oggm;i\loha Towsr $100
== ':t::'.‘:::_’.‘e:.‘- 58835

Heftel called his $100-a-plate event
at Aloha Tower a "fund-raiser” but he
distributed more than 1,000 free
tickets to Democratic Party Conven-
tion delegates alone in an attempt to
build attendance and buy their
loyalties.

"The man never came to the office,”
Boylan said. "The month that [ was up
there he only came into the office
once. And that was to have a campaign
film filmed. And when | was back here
working out of the Congressional office
he came in perhaps once a week in the
late afternoon. He would spend a great
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Heftel's opponents have more accomplishments but fewer dollars. Left:
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Patsy Mink was an
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early opponent of American

involvement in Vietnam and an outspoken advocate of civil liberties as a member of the US. House. Right: John Waihee was
the majority leader of the 1978 Constitutional Convention which mandated the establishment of thg Office of Hawallan Af:alrs,
autonomy for the University of Hawail, protection of prime agricultural lands, preservation of traditional gathering rights o

Native Hawailans, etc.

deal of time in the Pacific Club card-
room playing bridge and he would call
you from over there."

Dye said that Heftel "spent most of
his time in the Rayburn Room or the
House Lunch Room" when he was in Con-
gress. Although Heftel said he missed
some meetings and votes to undergo re-
habilitation therapy in California, Dye
said that "D.C. is not exactly a back-
wards hick country town (without decent
medical care)." He said that Heftet
was an outpatient who wasn't confined
to the hospital. At about the same
time that Heftel was recuperating in
Long Beach, he negotiated a major sta-
tion purchase in Los Angeles.

Where's the Beef?
After the New York Times article ap-
peared, Honolulu magazine media colum-
nist, Tom Jordan, observed: "There is

no way a state legislator could miss
more than a few committee meetings,
alone roll-call votes of the House or
Senate and escape press criticism."

But in this sleepy media town of
Honolulu, Washington, D.C. may seem a

let

Former press secretary Boylan: "The
man never came to the office...he
would spend a great deal of time in
the Pacific Club Card Room playing
bridge and he would call you from
over there.”

little too far away to make the effort
of looking up the record. Or maybe
it's a result of Heftel's support from
other media figures like Thurston
Twigg-Smith, the Honolulu Advertiser
publisher who contributed thousands of
dollars to Heftel's campaign war chest
before his newspaper made its "objec-

tive" endorsement of Heftel's candidacy
for governor.

Heftel's careful cultivation of the
media has resulted in a virtual black-
out of information on Heftel's Congres-
sional record, the views of his perfor-
mance by other members of the Congres-
sional delegation, and the fact that so
many of his former staff members and
campaign supporters in previous
elections--Boylan, Dye, former aide
Bill Souza, former campaign media chair
Don Horio, and others—have decided not
to support his bid for governor.

Doug Carlson, Heftel's former press
secretary, once said that Heftel paid
him his "ultimate compliment” when he
toid him, "You've gone from being a
good newsman to being a good hustler.”
(Rosen, p. 177) Maybe that's a good
way to sum up this year's gubernatorial
campaign.

Perspective/Greg Elliott

1886-1986, a century of struggle

It was 100 years ago this year that
the battle for the eight-hour work day
was fought and won. It was a cause
that galvanized the entire American
trade union movement. It was a strug-
gle that precipitated the only national
strike In U.S. history.

The agitation for the eight-hour day
began in 1884 at the national conven-
tion of The Federation of Organized
Trades and Labor Unions. The
Federation passed a resolution calling
for the eight-hour day and set May 1,
1886, as the date the eight-hour day
would be implemented. Machinery was
established by which the eight-hour day
could be gained through negotiation
with employers, and a form agreement
was drawn up to be signed at confer-
ences between the union and employers.
But, if peaceful negotiations proved
fruitless, the unions were to resort to
the strike.

In Chicago on the Sunday before

May 1, 25,000 workers from 25 unions
marched in a huge eight-hour day demon-
station. In New York, Cincinnati,
Baltimore, Milwaukee, Boston,
Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Washington, and
many other cltles, thousands of workers
--skilled and unskilled, men and women,
black and white, native and immigrant,
organized and unorganized--were drawn
into the struggle. Never before had a
cause so gripped the hearts of American
workers as did the call for the eight-
hour day. Newspapers and other spokes-
men for the employers wailed that the
eight-hour day was "communism-- lurid
and rampant" and that it would encour-
age "loafing and gambling, rioting,
debauchery, and drunkenness."

On May 1, 1886, workers in every
industrial center downed their tools In
demand for the eight-hour day. About
350,000 workers in over 11,000 esta-
blishments went out on strike across
the nation. Altogether, It was esti-

mated that 185,000 of the 350,000 who
struck for the eight-hour day gained
their demand on May ! or during the
10 days following. In trades where the
working hours were 14 or 16, the work-
day was reduced to 12. The struggle
was not without sacrifice, however. On
May 3 in Chicago, police opened fire on
striking workers at the McCormick-
Harvester plant, killing four and
wounding many others. This led to the
rally at Haymarket Square where an
agent provocateur threw a bomb {nto a
contingent of police officers, killing

at least six and wounding 50.

Where has the trade union movement
gone in the last 100 years? Certainly,
there have been many great accomplish-
ments. But what are the issues that
will unite us once again? What will It
take to galvanize the American workers
into a united front against the vicious
attacks and setbacks of the 1980s?

Full employment? National Health
Care? Adequate and affordable
housing? Peace? Quality education for
our children? The issues are there,

its the fervor that's gone.

Take a moment and reflect on your
visions for the next 100 years. Visu-
allze the world you want for your chil-
dren. Then observe a moment of silence
for all of those who got us where we
are. We must have the same courage and
resolve that they did.
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