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AT a going-away party yesterday for Bob
Dye. who is leaving Hawaii to be adminis-
* trative aide to Rep. Cec Heftel in Washington
D.C., the honoree told Columbia Inn boss Gene
. Kaneshiro, *‘I'm
going to open a
branch of this
place in Washing-
ton and call it the
District of Colum-
bia Inn.”
Sorry to learn of
the death by heart
attack of Deon
Costa, who helped
so many Isle sing-
"ers with their recording efforts when he wasn't
- arranging for Frank Sinatra and the biggies. Ju
before he died, Costa was working with J¢ff
Apaka on an album . . . State Sen. Neil Abererom-
““bje got a taste of the "sunshine law" in actio
“«:during the opening day of the legislature when
."he witnessed Amber Starr (great stage name!)
~doing her Peel-o-Gram routine in his office .
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~~vaFTER meeting with Luciano Pavarotti, ltaly’s
~“Jice consul Guido Salmaggi can hardly wait for
;“_,,hxs next trip to Italy. Salmaggi told the reknown-
“{~ived tenor that he had visited Pavarotti’'s home-

:E-elown Modena. during his latest trip to Italy, and
T
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Luciano told him the next time he got there to
=»m call and he'd prepare his
P4 favorite dish—stand by for a
1 world scoop—fertucini verdi
: al pesto . .. Marriott Corp.
i3y boncho J. Willard Marriott Jr.

1 public relations reps locally,
David McNeil and David Wil-
74 son, and found both of the
4 Englishmen dressed to the
4 nines. “How come the suits?”
* he asked. “We thought we'd
impress you.” they rephed as
on nd [, Marriott T d, “wore an
oha shirt because | wanted to impress
Marriott is now off to Maui to look over his
hotel property at Kaanapali . . . Jan Lind of the
American Friends Service Committee will be the
new excce director of Common Cause in Hawaii

Marriott

SPEAKING of Pavarotti—we were a moment
ago, remember?—he and soprano Joan Sutherland
can be heard together on KHPR, the local affili-
ate of National Public Radio, Sunday at noon.
The delayed broadcast will originate from the
Sydney Opera House . . . Stopping by the Easter
Seals headquarters today is Pat Boone, national
chairman of the Easter Seals telethon. While

dropped by the offices of his -

Dave Donnelly s Hawall

here. he’'ll tape some promotional announce-
ments and meet local fundraisers. His daughter,
singer Debbie Boone, is also visiting in Hawaii
independently of dad ... Sometime Londoner
Ed Shechan recalls that Roger Rees. who was so
magnificent as “Nicholas Nickleby™ on stage.
was 3 bellhop at the London Hilton just before
his leap to fame . . . Aloha Airlines’ reservations
director Toni Peris is proud of two former
agents who've gone on to other things. Valerie
King. publisher of Posh magazine. and Nalapi
Wilson, beauty editor and model in the publica-
tion. stopped by to present Toni with a copy of
their new magazine . . .

OVER 700 people have signed up for the “Ki-
lauea Volcano Wilderness Marathon™ on Jan. 29
along the smoking flanks of the Big Isle. There'll
be shorter races as well, with all events timed to

.end around noon at National Park headquarters.

One of the top prizes is two round trips to the
Mainland. courtesy of World Airwavs and Shera-
ton Hotels . . . It began as a country and west.
ern club, but Rodeo on Lewers has dropped that
format and is now called Rodeo Drive. with the
emphasis on Beverly Hills rock and roll, whatev-
er that is. And bossman Bill Walton has obtained
a cabaret license, so the club is now rocking
until 4 a.m. nightly . Dr. Wizardwise, other-
wise known as magician Bob Markwood, didn't
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Com’mon '
Cause picks
Ian Lind

.Common’ Cause/
Hawan has named
Ian Lind as execu-
tive . director of - the
citizens’ lobbying
group.

.He was formerly
program director of

. the - American.

Friends Servxce
Committee and Wwas.
active in a number

“of community

issues. He succeeds
Bob Dixon.
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New Leader for Common Cause

[N T ]

lan Ll the new director of
o ause, is a soft-spoken
{nlectu who has made him-

] .beard, loud and clear for the
p,q st seven years as spokesman
fq‘g §o;ne ip the Quaker commum

‘He Was pr program director of the

Amerigan Friends Service Com-
t QL, this 35-year-old pacifist
q quosgd the Vietnam War 15
&é}; go and who most recently
ked for prison reform.
" ' Hels' no ;tranger to picket lines.
? ‘has prepared and circulated
sifiés, films and transcripts
agamst draft registration, corpo-
rate. ‘involvement in Central
* America, and other national
issues; he 'has even sued the Navy
tq - Seek disclosure of nuclear
wéapons accidents.
purmg the past year he contin-
ued’ his graduate studies in politi-

cal science at the University of.

Hawaii, researching the impact of
mlhtarlsm on areas such as Ha-
waii. 'He Was looking for work
when thejob at Common Cause
Opened up.

TINOW HES making the transi-
tiori ‘from the religious base to
the litical, aware that it's a
new- ball game *] didn't deal in
the’ 1eglsla(ive arena because of
(hé ‘tax 1aws” which, he felt,
lirnitéd’ rellglous particnpatnon in
vérnmert, “If you want to deal
jith’social issues from a religious
perspectlve ‘you do it in different
ways.” .
Earlier this week he attended
the first mbeting of. the Sunshine

Coaljtion and one of the members

Qﬂid ““He?’é am, already sur-

rounded by radicals.” :

. He ‘admits “people are very gun
shy of someone like myself.
Locals stay back and shy away
from being Bubhc It's perfectly
all right to be public w%en you
are trying to get elected ‘to office,
or when you are enhancing your
own pocketbook, but not on pub—
lic interest issues.”

In the office at the Armed.

Services YMCA, “one of the first

things I did was check the over- .

lapping of constituents” in Com-
mon Cause and the Quaker com-
munity. He was pleased to find
“not more than 20 percent over-

, which raises all sorts of possi-.

bl ities for showing each group
how much they have in common
in making change v

AND HE‘S excited Fersonally to
see how well the skills he learned
“in a different context'™ will carry
through in the legislative arena::
“I'm looking forward to’ being
able 'to challenge state'agencies
that havé gotten used to closing
themselves off from public scruti-

. e
Even  before  he officially -
started his work, he had been

boning up on sunshine legislation.
“The Campaign Spending Com-

mission was going into closed .

executive session and I tried to
get them to state precisely why
they were doing so. They couldn
state the reasons.”

He said he may have somé
trouble with the process of initia- -
tive — the American Friends’

operate solely from consensua
‘—By Nadine W Scott

fan Lind

-
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“Sunshine’ rule concern

cancels closed meeting

A closed meeting between
state senators and hotel indus-
try representatives was can-
celed yesterday after questions
were raised about possible
violations of open-meeting “sun-
shine” rules. . )

“There was some concern

about the matter of open or-
closed meetings,” said Senate -
Majority Leader Joe Kuroda, -

who had set up the meeting and
made it private out of deference
to hotel industry representa-
tives.

Since the industry is opposed
to a hotel room tax and some
senators are strong' supporters
of the idea, there could have
been some ‘“embarrassing”
questions, Kuroda 'said. '“There
were no secrets. It was just an
informational -meeting where
the discussion would have been
much livelier.”

Earlier in the day, during the
regular Senate floor session,
Sen. Neil Abercrombie question-

ed the propriety of the closed

legislature ’83

meeting. Vowing he would not
attend, Abercrombie said, “The
hotel industry has no more rea-
son to be in.a closed meeting
with us than I have to be in a
Politburo meeting in the Soviet
Union.” -

Later in the day, Common
Cause/Hawaii wrote Senate
President Richard Wong to pro-
test the meeting.

Shortly before the meeting
was to begin, Wong asked that
it be canceled. An open meeting
on the topic would not be possi-
ble, Wong reasoned, since ade-
quate public notice had not
been published.

Kuroda said there may be no
need to reschedule the meeting
since his Tourism Committee
will hold a public hearing Feb.
23 on three hotel tax bills, and
all sides will be heard at that
hearing.
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# By Gregg K. Kakesako
4 and Stirling' Morita

4;. Star-Bulletin Writers

State senators yesterday abrupt-
ly;canceled a closed-door meeting
with hotel industry representa-
tivés about a tourist tax after
Cqinmon Cause/Hawaii complain-
edithat such a session would vio-
late the spirit of the state Consti
tutjon and law providing for
open government.

Sen. Majority Leader Joseph
Kyroda told reporters that hotel
industry representatives had
agreed to open the meeting; but
that Senate President Richard
Wéng said such a move would
no¥ provide adequate notice to
th%‘interested public.

Ruroda, D-17th Dist. (Pear! City-
Old: Waipahu), said senators prob-
ably would not have an informal
maeéting with the hotel industry
begause the Tourism Committee
hag scheduled a public hearing
on:various hotel room tax meas-
ures. for Feb. 23.

tending to have a closed-door
session with the hotel industry,
Kufoda invited all 25 senators to
the' S p.m. meeting. He said he
beleved that a closed session
wogtld allow the industry repre-
serftatives to speak “candidly” on
the‘,"controversial subject.

%N LIND, Common Cause's
exglutive director, said in a let-
teryi“Insofar as at least three bills
reljted to a hotel room tax are
cursently before the Senate, and
this, meeting will involve the
majority of the Senate in addition
to hotel industry representatives,
it will necessarily be more than
an yinformal meeting or party
caygus.

“fuch a meeting may, by its
vedy structure, involve serious
disgussion and active delibera-
tiogs which will move the Senate
towards a decision on the pend-
ing;bills. Under these circum-
stances, the spririt of the consti-
tutjon, Sunshine laws and rules
of ,the Senate require that the
megting be opened to the public,”
Lind's letter said. .

uroda said he was just trying
to provide a forum.in which his
coltgagues could learn more de-
taily, Kuroda initially asked the
hotel lobby whether they prefer-
red*an open session or a closed
ong:.The lobby said it preferred a
cloged session, so Kuroda. sched-
uleq it. '

Ca
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Your
Legislature
1983

COMMON CAUSE wasn't the
only; one to complain about the
closed session.

Democratic state Sen. Neil
Abercrombie called on his col-
leagiies to abandon their plans
for ;:a meeting with members of
the;Hawaii Hotel Association.

In.a floor speech Abercrombie,
D-11th Dist. (Tantalus-Makiki-

Downtown), said: ‘““The hotel
industry has no more reason to
be in a closed meeting with us
than I have to be in a closed
meeting with the politburo of the
Soviet Union."”

“These people (hotel lobby)
don't own the state,” Abercrom-
bie said.

Abercrombie said he doesn't

bl tl B ]
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use Complaint .
3locks Hotel Tax Discussion &

want to be a party to such ac-
tions and dismissed arguments
raised by Kuroda that similar
closed-door meetings were held in
the House several weeks ago.

But Senate Vice President
Duke Kawasaki told Abercrombie
that the closed meeting in the
Democratic caucus room was not
one called by the leadership of
the Senate or a committee chair-
man and therefore, was not tech-
nically in violation of the state's
sunshine laws.

Kawasaki, D-14th Dist. (Kalihi .
Valley-Moanalua), said the meet-
ing barring members of the press
and the public was not an official
gathering of the Senate.

After several recesses during
which lawmakers conferred on
the floor to determine whether
the meeting was permissible
under Senate rules, Abercrombie
appeared satisfied with Kawa-
saki's explanation and dropped
the matter.
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5 Senators,
Hotel Men
in Meeting

By Stirling Morita
Star-Bulletin Writer

Five Democratic senators met
seccetly with the influentiai hotel
lobby Tuesday night shortly after
Sen. Joseph Kuroda told news re-
porters and the public he had
canceled a closed-door session on
the controversial hotel room tax.

Majority Leader Kuroda, D-17th
Dist. (Pear! City-Old Waipahu),
sai¢ yesterday that after cancel-
ing-the meeting, he invited hotel
industry representatives up to his
legislative office to “finish off the
kay kau."

It. turned out that four other
senators dropped into Kuroda's
second-floor office at the State
Capitol, Kuroda acknowledged,
saying there was a discussion of
the. visitor industry and about the
hotpl room tax.

“Some . of the information
wo@tld not have been shared
opertily,” Kuroda said.

“If you ask if I consider it a
problem, I'd say. ‘No." If you ask
me;if I did anything wrong, I'd
say; ‘No.” But if you ask me if
someone could look at it suspi-
ciously, I'd say. ‘Yes,” Kuroda
said,

He originally had scheduled a
closed-door session for 5 p.m.
Tuésday so all the senators could
meet with hotel industry officials
and-hear their comments about a
tourist tax — which the industry
has. vigorously opposed for years.

BUT SEN. Neil Abercrombie
and Common_Cause/Hawaij pro-
tested the closed-door meeting,
saying it violated the spirit of the
law and Senate rules calling for
open government.

Kuroda then said he was going
to open up the meeting, but Sen-
ate’ President Richard S.H. Wong
said it should be canceled be-
cause not enough notice had
been given to the public.

At that time, Kuroda said he
did not know whether another
meeting would be scheduled be-
cause the hotel room tax issue
would come up in a committee
hearing soon.

After the news media and Com-
mon Cause left the foyer outside
the. Senate caucus room in the
Staje Capitol basernent where the
meeting was to have been held.
fooll and beer — provided by the
hotel industry — were taken up
to Kuroda's legislative office.

“I invited them all up to the
gathering. We took part in re-
freshments and they shared
information to questions that we
asked,” Kuroda said.

The intent ‘“originally was to
consume the goodies,” he said. He
said some of the information
“was revealing.”

lan _Lind, executive director of
Common Cause, said he was
disappointed to learn that the
meeéting actually took place with-
out-the knowledge of the public,
“especially since the Senate lead-
ership recognized the problems
with holding that kind of meet-
ing.”
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Senators argue with opponents of state lottery

]B_\' Jerry Burris

Advertiser Politics Editor

l A parade of churchmen. police vice
fficers. civic officials and others yes-
terday urged state senators not to ap-
rove a state-operated lotterv in Ha-
vail, .
F'l‘he occasion was a Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing on a plan pushed
»y Senate President Richard Wong for
E state-backed lottery similar to that
perated in other states.

Although many committee members
ndicated by their questions that they
lavor establishing a lottery here. the
caction thev received from the public
was uniformly to the contrary.

The committee also received testi-
lnony on proposals for an indirect
nitiative measure under which citizens
could propose law. The idea drew
trong support from church groups and
Fndividuals associated with the initia-

tive movement, but it was roundly op-
posed by labor unions and Chamber of
Commerce representatives who said
initiative is not needed in Hawaii's po-
litical climate.

The public hearing on these high-
visibility issues took most of the day
for Sen. Dante Carpenter’s Judiciary
Committee. The lottery bill. designed
1o raise money to aid the elderly, drew
the strongest testimony.

“The history of legalized gambling in
our country and abroad shows a pat-
tern of communities being penalized by
an influx of the undesirable and
unlawful elements that are often as-
sociated with gambling interests,” said
the Hawaii Council of Churches.

“The by-products may include under-
cover (illegal) gambling, syndicated
prostitution, accelerated drug traffic,
increased violence. growth of personal
indebtedness, alcoholism, domestic
disorders, government corruption and

in some places. rising rates of sui-
cides.” the group said.

This drew a surprised reaction from
committee members, who argued that
gambling is already woven into the
fabric of life in Hawaii. The state lot-
tery. theyv argued. would be no more
harmful than a church bingo game
(also illegal today in the Islands).

Committee member Neil Abercrom-
bie asked the opponents whether it
wasn’'t “hypocritical” to oppose a state
lottery when supermarket drawings
and mail-order magazinc swecepstakes
are commonly allowed.

Added Sen. Ben Cayetano: ‘'This
bringing in the so-called morality ques-
tion. . . . Why is it any more moral to
patronize the supermarket sweepstakes
or a Publisher's Clearinghousc contest
than this thing we are talking about?”

Police Lt. Michae! Joy of the Narcot-
ics/Vice Division said the difference is
that a lottery would be illegal gam-

bling because it combines ‘‘considera-
tion” with chance. You don't have o
pay to win a supermarket swecepstake,
he said.

If a state lottery is legalized, Joy
argued. other forms of gambling will
follow.

“Legal gambling such as off-track
betting, state-run lotteries and num-
bers games contribute to the growth of
illegal gambling because it educates
bettors about wagering,” Joy said.
“Beltors then go out and obtain a bet-
ter deal from illegal bookmakers with
bigger payoffs.”

The Hawaii Crime Commission also
opposcd the bill, saying there is no
assurance of a payoff worth the poten-
tial sociul ills.

On initiative, strong support came
from such groups as the League of
Women Voters and Common Cause.
Initiative, said Common_Cause Direcior
lan Lind, is not a substitute for the

Legislature but “the last resort of the
citizenry. It is a mistake to say initia-
tive will undermine representative
government,” he said.

Although actual cases of laws pro-
posed through initiaive will be rare.
“the potenual to use it will bring pec-
ple into closer contact with the Legis-
lature.” he sad.

I consider it simply an extension of
the voler’s franchise.”

But groups such as the HGEA, the
ILWU. the Chamber of Commerce and
the Retail Merchants of Hawaii abi
argued against it. Said Chamber
spokesman Ben Bond:

“Qur clected officials should not
avoid "their responsibilities by waiting
for legislation to be proposed by the
people through mtiative. nor should
our elected representatives evade con-
troversial issues by passing the buck
to voters through referendum.”

X,

L e —

Aloha!

Today is Saturday,
v Feb 19 1983

| S—

- —— - — - a

.i'

PRI R

e B K v N R}
SECTPNORENAN  ILRE RESIRRI DL % TP SE SURTITIRPSTE LYRAT, 27" S IO G




In Senate Judlcmry Committee

Lines Drawn on Inmaflve

By Stirling Morita

Star-Bulletin Writer

Politicians could remove them-
selves from the political hot seat
by letting voters initiate and ap-
prove controversial issues. Mary-
Jane McMurdo, an initiative back-

-er. told state senators yesterday:

McMurdo. who played a princi
pal role in getting initiative into
the City Charter last year, said a
City Council member aasked her
Thursday night: “When are you
people going to get us off the
hook and run a firewarks initia-
tive?”

The banning or limiting of fire-
works has been a controversial
political question for the City
Council. and the obvious meaning
of the question posed to
McMurdo was that Council mem-
bers would face less political heat
if the issue were put to the
voters. -

"McMurdo used the example to
illustrate that there are other rea-
sons for granting citizens state-
wide the right to propose and
adopt. state laws or consntutlonal

- amendments.
The tesumony before Lhe Sen-

ate Judncnary Committee on a bill
proposing a constitutional privi-

lege of initiative was split be--

tween community activists, and
the business commumty and
unions.

COMMITTEE Chairman Dante
Carpenter, D-1st Dist. (Hilo), said
he would attempt to move the
measure out of his committee,
but . that he .did not know how
the rest of the committee mem-
bers felt about it.

In two previous legislative ses-
sions, the Senate passed such a
measure-only to see it die in the
House.

Although each of Hawaii's four
counties permits citizens to pro-
pose and approve ordinances and
charter amendments, the state
has steadfastly blocked efforts to
give the same powers on the
state level.

Initiative opponents say there‘

will be additional costs with initi-
ative issues, which sometime ap-
peal

prefer the Legislature, as an
example of the -representative
form of govemment to make the
decisions:

Opponents include the Cham- )

ber- of Commerce of Hawaii, Re-
tail, Merchants of Hawaii, Hawaii
Government Employees Associa-
tion and the ILWU Local 142.
Supporters say initiative is the
purest form of democracy and
enables those who are frustrated
withithe legislative system .to get
changes enacted. )

BACKERS include Common
Cause/Hawaii, the Initiative Com-
mittee, League of Women Voters
of Hawaii and the Hawaii Council
of Churches.

Carpenter’s, bill proposes - that
~ supporters of an issue get signa-

tures equal to 10 percent of the
number of votes cast for gover-
nor in the previous election to
initiate a- Jaw and 12 percent to
initiate & constitutional amend-
ment.

The state elecnons officer
would. check the validity. of the

“signatures and refer the petitions

to the clerks of  both legislative
houses. If the Legislature adopts
a measure similar to the petition-
ers' proposal, then the process
would end.

If ‘the Legnslature does not act
then the proposal would go on
the next. general election ballot.
But if the Legislature makes a
major change in the proposal,
both the Legislature’s and peti-

| to emotional attempts to -
change the laws. They say they .

3

tioners' proposals would be “on
the ballot. The state Supreme
Court would decide if there is a
major change involved.

The bill specifies that an initia-
tive proposal could not involve fi:
nances or collective- bargammg
agreements.

Before Carpenter's bill can-be
placed on the ballot to amend the
state Constitution. both legislative
houses must approve it by a two-
thirds vote in one year or major-
ity vote in two consecutive years:'

~
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- Jerry Burris
vertiser Politics Editor

State lawmakers were urged by citi-

ns' groups yesterday not to repeal
¢ Hawaii campaign spending law.
The appeal came during a Senate Ju-
diciary Committee hearing on a variety
measures designed to strengthen or
write the law, which governs the
money side of politics in Hawaii.
Most of the bills heard yesterday
re proposed by committee chairman

nte Carpenter, D-1st District (Hilo)..

They range from one that makes
today’s voluntary spending rules
mandatory through another that would
abolish the campaign spending law as
unworkable.

In the middle was a proposal to keep
the voluntary spending limits but
make them so acceptable that most
candidates would go along.

While there was disagreement with
the bills that would tinker with the
existing law, everyone argued against
outright appeal.

“Rather than repeal the law because

of its faults, we recommend amending
the law to deal with them,” said
League of Women Voters vice presi-
dent Marian Wilkins.

“1 agree (the current law) is not
doing the whole job it should be
doing,” she said, “but to repeal the law
is like burning down Capitol because of
termites.”

Common_ Cause director lan Lind
warned that “if we do away with the
law, we are just issuing an invitation
to those who want to buy elections
and buy candidates.”

Jack Gonzales, executive director of
the state Campaign Spending Commis-
sion, said the commission is “abolutely
opposed” to repeal of the law.

“The disclosure of financial re-
sources, expenditures and campaign
rhetoric are the only means the public
has to mecasure a candidate beforc he
or she is elected to office,” he said.

The committee heard support for the
idea of making voluntary limits manda-
tory, although they all acknowledged
that mandatory limits would conflict

_ with Supreme Court rulings that up-

eep campaign s&gﬁemdmg law, legislators urged

hold free speech.

Common Cause also argued forceful-
ly against a “housekeeping” proposal
that would raise the mimimum amount -
under which contributions should be
reported by name.

Today all contributions of $100 or
more must be identified with the con-
tributor’'s name and occupation. The
bill would raise that reporting limit to
$500.

This change would eliminate up to
90 percent of information currently
disclosed, the group said.

L
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Helen Altonn
Star-Bulletin Writer

&
House and Senate leaders are
considering possible state consti-
tional amendments on the
gislature’s structure, according
10 House Majority Leader Russell
Blair.
Blair said he feels the 60-day
islative session should be ex-
-Inded another five to 10 days to
avoid a "compression of time" at
this stage of the session to consid-
bills for a cross-over between
two bodies.
“The way the constitution con-
structs the Legislature may be a
! E)r in poor notice provided to

itonouiv Siar-Luiletin - Saturday, Murch 12, 19383

lcitors

the general public,” Blair said.
“We have been discussing it in
(House) leadership and have even
had some preliminary discussions
with the Senate leadership about
some possible amendments."

Blair related some of the Legis-
lature's problems in conducting
its business in an interview
Wednesday regarding a complaint
from Common Cause/Hawaii
about inadequale public notice on
recent House Finance Committee
hearings.

He said the committee was
asked to try to meet a 48hour
notice requirement for hearings,
“but realizing the time con-
straints it was given a blanket

C@ﬂﬁd@?éﬁg\f

waiver. So, 1 don't think it would jjustify a' wholesale exemption

be a violation.”

COMMON CAUSE executive!
director_Jan Lind expressed the,
Broup’s concerns aboul the Fi-
nance Committee in a letter to
House Speaker Henry Peters ET}

Ing devialions from the notice re-
quirement.

" “Such_lack of advance notice

makes 1t _difficult, if not im 0ssl-,
ble, for the public to prepare or
participate,” !Ema said. ‘

“1he current press of legisla-
tion before the Finance Commit-

ee 15 an_admittedly difficult, but

not unexpected, part of the legis-'
fative process and should not

iro ublic notice requirements.”

The House leadership also was
confronted Wednesday with other
procedural problems outlined by
House Minority Leader Fred
Rohlfing regarding activities of
the House Committee on Employ-
ment Opportunities and Labor
Relations.

Blair said he hadn’t had a
chance to check into incidents in
which Rohlfing said the employ-
ment committee had broken
House ruies on methods of han-
dling bills.

BUT HE said “it is a legitimate
concern” that Common Cause ex-

pressed. “It's a structural prob-
lem, rather than the fault of any
chairman,” he said. “It's not like
we were trying to sneak a bill
through.”

He said part of the Finance
Committee's difficulty “is due to

‘constitutional constraints on the

Legislature which need to be ad-
dressed. Specifically, the prohibi-
tion on cutting off bill introduc-
tion earlier than the 20th day.”

An earlier cutoff date would
allow more time for the primary
committees to hear the bills and
get them to the Finance Commit-
tee earlier, he said.

The constitutionally mandated

fiveday recess is another prob-
lem, Biair said, because the Legis-
lature can’t transact any business
during that period.

He said he doesn't believe the

recess should be eliminated but

believes the 60-day session should-
be extended to 65 days or longer.!

“When you take off 20 days for -
bill introduction and seven to 10

days at the end for conference
committees, we have

benefits of changes would be..to

make it possible for us to abidé:
by notice requirements or even-.

improve them.”

.h

to get

through six readings (on a bill) 1‘r‘i :

a relatively small period of time.” -
He said, “One of the biggest
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The state Senate today . will
:conisider proposed changes in
:the.campaign spending and dis-
:closiire law. Ever since the U.S.
:Supreme Court ruled mandatory
:spending limits for candidates
:an. unconstitutional violation of
:the right of free expression, Ha-
. wati-and -other states _have been
:struggling with this problem.

: .. The amounts raised and spent
-by“all candidates in last year’s
-election — more that $5. million
:in"thie gubernatorial race alone,
-for eXample — make a compel-
:ling. argument for a change in
:the.-present disorderly, doubt-

.raising system:. .

": But the bills now being con-
:sidered would seem to water
-down~ present safeguards too
.much without offering a realistic
‘way to limit total spending.

: ONE PROPOSAL would
" :raise, the amount a person could
‘give a candidate during an elec-
:tion:campaign from the present
:limit.of $2,000 in the primary
:and-'$2,000 in the general to a

itotal” of $10,000. This would.
‘mean -a bigger role for major

:contributors.

> At present all those who con--
:tribute more than $100 must be -

listed-by name in the candi-
date’s disclosure statements.
‘The- ,propgselg bill ovgo%ld raisg
‘that-threshold to $500. Researc
by the watchdog organization
Lommon Cause indicates that
Wwould- eliminate more than 80
percent of present disclosures,
SHevely Widing much of 5
randidate’s support.

-+ ¥inally, a proposal would
eliminate the present interim re-
ports that must be filed and
made public before the election
- andrequire only an all-inclusive

changing it.
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Campaign law caution

report after the election. Thus
on election day the voter would
have no way of knowing where
the candidates’ financial support
comes from.

Another, somewhat contradic-,
tory, proposal would make cam-

paign spending limits “mandato-
ry” in the sense that candidates
who say they do not intend to
abide by them would have their
names publicized. They would
thus theoretically face the politi-
cal wrath of the electorate,

though there would be no other

sanctions.

HAWAII'S constitution calls
for campaign spending limits for
non-federal elections, and there
is a growing feeling the state
should ‘““challenge” the Supreme
Court ruling by passing a new
law and facing the constitutional
test.

But the proposed bills, should
they pass the Senate and House
of Representatives (where there

seems to be more caution about

change this year), do not appear
to be the vehicle for that chal-
lenge. ' ‘

One worst case scenario is

that ‘““mandatory” limits in the
proposed campaign spending law
could be ruled unconstitutional
by the U.S. Supreme Court.
That situation would leave the
people of Hawaii with contribu-
tion limits and requirements for
disclosure and reporting weak-
ened to the point of meaning-
lessness. ,
Until a more effective way to
strengthen -the existing less-
than-satisfactory law can be
found, the Legislature should
hold off on attempts to chal-
lenge the Supreme Court by

-
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Probe of Lobbyist
Registrations Asked

Common Cause/Hawaii has -

asked the state Ethics Commis-
sion to investigate 54 organiza-
tions whose lobbyists may bave
been required to file registration
statements but apparently haven't
complied. ]

In a letter yesterday to the
,Ethics Commission, lan Lind,
Common Cause executive direc-
tor, noted the large decline in the
number of 1983 registrations by
-organizations represented by
lobbyists.

_Lind- submitted a list of 54
groups which filed registrations
during the last legislative session
but did not indicate representa-
tion by registered lobbyists this
year. - LT s .

“The presence of an organiza-
tionr -on this list does not neces-
sarily indicate a current require-
.ment to register,” Lind said ‘in
- the letter. “Certain of these
organizations may not be requir-
- ed to.register under the amended

law while -others may have ceased

their lobbying activities.” -

UNDER .A LAW PASSED last
year, lobbying organizations are
no longer-required to file' regis-

“{ration statements, but the indi- .

' vidual-Tobbyists must register, dis-
closing-'which groups 'they work
for. The Ethics Commission keeps
a crossindex file showing the
‘groups- represented by registered
obbyists.

Catherine Chang, Ethics Com-
mission” executive director, said
Jher office will have to check with

PE——

»
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the groups to see if they have
lobbyists that aren’t registered
with the commission.

At least one of the groups on
the list had lobbyists who have
registared with the commission
for 1983.

Chang said the commission will
hold a workshop for lobbyists on
regulations and changes in the
law from 8. a.m. to noon Tuesday
in Conference Room 312 of the
new Department of Personnel’
Services building at Punchbowl
and Halekauwila streets.
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By Jerry Burris
ydvertiser Politics Editor

_ Despite charges that it would
draw a veil of secrecy” over
"he money side of politics in
Hlawaii, the state Senate has ap-
pruved a bill that revamps the
state's campaign spending law.

The proposal boasts the
amount anyone can contribute
10 a campaign. The current
limit is $4,000 per election (pri-
mary and general election com-
pined); the proposed limit is
$10,000 per election.

The proposal also requires dis-
tlosure of contributors only
when they give $500 or more.
The current disclosure limit is
§100.

' Senators also approved by an
18-7 vote a related bill that
would make today's voluntary
spending limits “mandatory” —
put without legal sanctions.

i, That change was described by
Windward Republican Mary
george as meaningless since it
rovides ‘‘no real sanctions”
other than public disclosure.

i Further. she said. since the
measure would eliminate all but
sst-election reporting, “how's
fhc public going to find out?”
Bill sponsor Dante Carpenter

!
u
{
i
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Campaign spending
bill gets Senate OK

contended, however, that the':
Hawaii Constitution mandates
spending limits and, since law-
makers are sworn to uphold the
Constitution, "as good citizens
we have to pass it.”

Carpenter said the bill boost-
ing contribution and reporting

- limits brings the existing cam-

paign spending law in line with
reality. Many contributors today
“hide” their political donations,
by using proxies, Carpenter
said.

But George said the bill, if
enacted, would “draw a veil of
secrecy’’ over campaign spend-
ing and contributions. It also
would strengthen the influence
of big-money interests over the
political process, she said.

George noted that the citizen
lobbying group Common_Cause
rstimates that as much as b5
percent of the contributions dis-
closed today would not be re-
vealed under the proposed law.

Sen. Neil Abrerombie backed
the measure. He pointed out
that a ‘'millionaire” can spend
as much as hec wants on his
own campaign. The proposal
would even the odds a bit for
those who are not wealthy.

The bill passed the Senate 14
o 9. Both measures now face
scrutiny by the House.

Tha
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Bills Scored

By Stirling Morita

Star-Bulletin Writer

Common Cause/Ha-
waii yesterday said
that state Senate
sage Wednesday of
two bills amending
the campaign spend-
ing law *“would ap-
pear to be almost an
invitation to those
who would seek to
buy candidates and
elections.”

Jack Gonzales,
executive director of
the state Campaign

‘Spending Commis-

sion, isn't too happy
about the bills either.
“ The measures, sent
to the House, would:

—Eliminate cam-

_ paign spending re- i

ports before the pri-

mary and general
elections and only re- §

uire a candidate to

isclose his finances

after the general

. election. The bil} also

would set mandatory

- spending ceilings —

something the U.S.
Supreme Court has
ruled wunconstitu-
tional.

—Permit a politi-
cian to hold unlim-
ited fund-raisers in a
year if the ticket
price is $100-per-per-
son or less; allow a
candidate - to receive
up to $5,000 from one
person for each elec-
tion; and increase
from $100 to $500 the
amount a person can
donate without hav-
ing to disclose his
identity.

GONZALES said
one measure guts the
public disclosure
provisions of the
campaifn spending
law, adding that it
also sets mandatory
ceilings without the
means to enforce

. them.

Under existing law,

| the public can learn

about a candidate's
finances before and
after each election. If
the bill becomes law,
the public wouldn't
find out about such
finances until after a

¢ person-was -elected. - - }

Jan gﬁﬂ; .Comron :

ayse executive
director, said, "“We:
believe that the Sen-

ate's actioli was: ¥

~shortsighted and-self-
‘ish, and not. in the:
public interest.”

*If passed into law,
these bills would ap-
pear to be almost an
Invitation to those
who would seek to
buy candidates and
elections and would
reinforce the public
belief that politics is
the exclusive domain
of the rich.”

' Persons now con-

tributing more than
$100 must be identi-
fied in a candidate's
campaign spending
report, but under the
measure, the public
would only learn of a
donor’s identity if he
contributes more
than $500. -

THE Senate Judici-
ary Committee said
increases in the vari-
ous limits were need-
ed “'to more realisti-

- cally reflect the high

costs of campaign-
ing.” Senators noted
that the costs of po-
litical campaigns
héwe steadily increas-
ed.

The other bill was
supported “to pre-
vent the political
process from becom-
ing the exclusive do-
main of the rich” by
requiring limited
spending by candi-
dates, .according to
the committee’'s re-
port. The current

© spending limits are

voluntary.
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By Sandra S. Oshiro

Advertiser Government Bureau

- The House Judiciary and Cor-
rections committees last night
shelved a Senate measure
aimed at establishing sentencing
guidelines for judges along the
lines suggested by a panel two
ycars ago.

* Judiciary Chairwoman Kkath-
leen Stanley said that although
the committees appreciated the

work that went into the bill, it
would be held until the House
has more time to review the
proposal’s impact on the state’s
sentencing policies.

The committee also will re-
write a Senate elections bill
which the League of Women
Voters called a “cynical attempt
to do away with the campaign
spending law without doing it
openly.”

Stanley said she will come up

with a House draft of a measure
today that would provide for
mandatory spending ceilings
and fewer reporting require-
ments.

League Vice President Marian
Wilkins urged the Senate bill's
defeat in strong terms, saying it
would do away with campaign-
contribution reporting require-
ments on one hand while impos-
ing mandatory spending limits
on the other. Without reporting

’ B!

|

requirements, no one would
know if the limits were reach-
ed, she said. :

Wilkins also opposed a bill
that would sharply raise contri-
bution limits to allow anyone to
contribute as much as $10,000
to a candidate in an election
year. The limit now is $4.000.

Ian Lind of Common Causc/
Hawaii said there is no compel-
ling reason to raise the contri-
bution limit. “especially since
such 'a change would increase
the risk of corruption and
undue influence of money 1In
the electoral process.”

Jack Gonzales. execcutive
director of the state Campaign
Spending Commission. also op-
posed both bills.

The sentencing guideline
measure was strongly supported

by the Chamber of Commerce

of Hawaii. Spokesman Poter
Aurand said the bill was baszed
on the philosophy expressed by
former Circuit Judge Masato
Doi's panel in a 1981 report on
statewide sentencing.

The panel called on the state
to move toward uniform, certain
punishment and away from the
rehabilitative. *‘opcn ended”
sentencing that has marked the

Aurand said the bill would

Lstale's 11-vear-old penal code.
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Measure on sentencing guidelines put on hold

make ““‘an intcrnally consistent,
fair and just package out of
what is now a discredited patch-
work” of sentencing laws.

State corrections officials and
the state judiciary recommended
that the measure be set aside
for the time being.

Franklin Sunn, state social
services and housing director.
said that although his depart-
ment favors the concept of sen-
tencing guidelines. the bill
might require judges to more
send defendants to prison and
to impose longer terms.

Sunn urged lawmakers to
study what impact the bil!
would have on tihe state’s al-
ready overcrowded prison facili-
ties.

That shouldn’t be a worry. ac-
cording to Donald Bremner,
Waikiki Improvement Associa-
tion spokesman and one cf the
bill's supporters. He said a
“safety valve” built 1into the
proposal would allow the parol-
Ing authority to grant early pa-
roles to selected inmates when
the prison is overcrowded.

Thomas Hugo Jr.. paroling au-
thority chairman. said the bil}
was a “valiant effort to improve
our criminal justice system.” but
he suggested that the bill might
have some impacts that crime
victims would not like.

The House committee ais.
shelved a measure aimed .
speeding up court trials. Auran::
favored the measure, ulthoug:
the Honoiulu presecutor’s ofiic
and the state judiciary brancr
testified against it.

According to the chamber
figures. felony trials are now
being routinely scheduled fo-
1985. About a third of those i-
prison are there awaiting tric.
Some have been there was a-
long as a year.

“The judiciary's solutivn

mere judges and stail.,” sald A
rand. But he said ke has roascr
to belicve that the probler
couid be handled by better
administration of the courts. in-
cluding clamping down on rv
guests ‘o delay lezal procee.
ngs.
Honolulu Deputy Prosecuin
Arthar Ross said the “speec.
trial” hill would make the prob
tem worse since it weuld pro
vide no add:itional prosecuter
or judges to handle the existn
backlog of cases.

Aurand  said  in respons
“They fprozecutors) nmugh:t a4~
to dump a few of their le-
promising cases ‘o keep up. by
at least they would reduce the:-
probiems of keeping track ¢
witnesses. fading mernoric-
cte.”

f
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For POIIfICG/ Campaigns

S’ranley Backmg SpendlnngmVrs

By Pat Guy
Star-Bulletin Writer -

House: Judiciary Chairman
- Kathleen Stanley wants to rein-

. State mandatory campaign spend- -

-ing limits that would not conflict
" with a 1974 U.S. Supreme Court

“ruling that struck down such .

- laws.
But both Stanley and her col

-'league in the Senate, Judiciary-
* Chairman Dante Carpenter, point

‘to a 1978 amendment to Hawaii's

. Constitution that requires the

enactment of mandatory spend-
ing ceilings for political cam-
paigns.

At the close of a lengthy House
Judiciary public hearing last
night on the subject, Stanley said
that she woyld like to see the

assage of a mandatory spending
imit that could withstand a court

«challenge. The U.S.: Supreme

Court in 1974 ruled that mandato-

‘ry campaign spending limit laws

were unconstitutional, saying
they violate freedom of expres-
sion.

Hawaii, however, in-1978 passed
a constitutional amendment re-
quiring spending limits.

“Qur elections are too expen-
sive,” said Stanley, who favors
limits on campaign spending. She

' said the Senate "is very interest-

ed in this bxll and we want to
keep it alive.”

The current spending limits are
voluntary. ‘

: the onl
‘lic disclosure that a candidate is

ALTHOUGH the bill puts a
mandatory lid on expenditures,
“penalty” would be pub-

not abiding by the limits.
Stanley's committee, however,
killed another Senate bill that
would have raised the contribu-
tion limits substantially- and in-
creased the amount a person can

- donate without having to dxsclose

his identity.

Stanley has recommended that
her committee approve spending
ceilings of $16,000 for legislators.

For the governor's race, the
ceiling would be about $800000 if

the limit were 80 cents per regis- :

tered voter. Figures are some- -

what lower in the Senate version.
Gov. Geofge Ariyoshi spent $2.5

million and GOP D.G. “Andy”

Anderson $797,837 last year.

Independent Democrat Frank:

Fasi and Democratic gubernatori-
al candidate Jean King, both of

whom had trouble raising money -

in the race against Ariyoshi last
year, opted to abide with the

- =
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Lind said ‘a recent survey of
“various -state .campaign spending
laws show Hawahs law is “not
very restrictive.”

Lind also said he was concern- .

ed that a successful court chal-

{1 lenge “would leave us with .no
a3 effective .campaign spending con-
« 47 -trols at all.”

THE COMMITTEE, did .act on

—a

several other bills that have al-

7; ready received Senate a

state’s voluntary limits and spent -
$555,044 and $262,848. In return -
they received state funds for

their campaigns.
STANLEY TOLD her committee

'she intends to amend the Senate

bill to consolidate two expendi-
ture reports into one covering

post-primary and pre-general elec- .

tion reports. The Senate version
eliminates all pre-election reports,
which opponents say undermines
the. purpose of the law..

Common Cause executive direc-
tor Ian testified against both
bills, saymg the term mandatory

was a “misnomer” because of the
absence of penalties.

&

ﬁfroval.
It killed a'bill that would have
revamped Hawaii's criminal sen-

' tencing laws, established sentenc-

ing guidehnes and called for
more frequent but shorter prison
sentences.

The prog(e)sal was supported b
the Chamber of Commerce an
with some reservations, by the
City Prosecutor's Office. The cor-
rections division was concerned
about the potential impact of the

bill on the already overcrowded -

prisons.

Also locked in committee is a
speedy trial act supported by the
Hawaii Crime Commission and
the Chamber of Commerce.

"Deputy City Prosecutor Art-
Ross opposed the bill that would
have set strict time limits on
steps in the criminal justice sys-
tem. He said the bill would “not
grovide swiftness of punishment”

ut would mean the release of
about 2,000 defendants in Hono-
lulu because of inability to meet
the time limits in the bill which
leads to dismissal of charges.

[ In Hawaii...
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Ways & Means

meet may stir
~ legal challenge

> By Jerry Burris
Aduvertiser Politics Editor .

A closed-door ‘“strategy session” by the
state Senate Ways and Means Committee
this weekend may have cast a legal cloud
over the proposed new two-year state
budget., the citizen group Common_Cause
warned yesterday.

Common Cause executive director lan
Lind was turned away when he tried to sit
in on the money committee’s weekend
meetings. Other groups had the same ex-
perience, he said.

“There is no way they can say these are
a minor series of meetings.” Lind said.
“These are the heart of the decision-making
in the Senate."

Since Senate rules and the state Constitu-
tion require publicly open decision-making,
Lind said, the strategy sessions could be in
violation of the law.

As a result, he said, Common Cause and/
or other groups may mount a legal chal-
lenge on the validity of the budget that
finally results.

Senate President Richard Wong said.
however, that the weekend sessions were
strictly to provide Ways and Means Com-
mittee members with in-house background
information. It was in preparation for a for-
mal decision-making session tomorrow and
then the all-important budget conference
with the House, which is to follow, Wong
said.

“The real decision-making will be at con-
ference when everybody will know what
the two budgets contain,” Wong said.

“It will be open and each subject matter
will be discussed.”

In addition, Wong said, the Senate ver-
sion of the budget will.be decided in public
by Ways and Means at a meeting beginning
at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

Since the Senate has proposed a stand-by
tax increase, while the House has not,
Wong said, Ways and Means members had
to prepare two financial scenarios — one
that assumes a tax increase and one that
does not.

But Lind said since information on deci-
sions reached this weekend will inevitably
flavor the final budget product, he believes
the public should have been allowed to at-
tend the strategy sessions.

-
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Senators Question
Revamp of Budget

By Gregg K. Kakesako
Star-Bulletin Writer

Several senators today question-.
ed the way the Senate's money
committee is redrafting the
administration’s nearly $3 billion
budget groposal. noting that the
budget bill now is dependent on
House passage of an increase
from 4 percent to 4.5 percent in
Hawaii's general excise tax.

Senate Wayvs and Means Chair-
man Mamoru Yamasaki today
said the budget is dividéd into
two parts — the first containing

priority items and the second sec--

R

tion listing programs and services'
which only can be funded if the:
Legislature and Gov. George
Ariyoshi approve the Senate's

1

recommendation to increase. the -

' percent general excise tax. Y

Listed in that section are about
.$40 mijllion worth of programs
the House deleted from thg
governor's budget. The cuts weré
necessary to balance the budget
in the face of falling revenues. .

THE SENATE two weeks -agb -

"approved by a 14-11 vote a tempg:

rary two-year increase in th& -
Turn to Page A-4,Col. 3 ..
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Continued from Page One “

state’s general excise tax to 4.5
ercent designed to raisé $95 mil-
jon. To make it more palatable to

the House, the tax bill includes a

$50 tax credit to bring some're- -

‘lief to beleaguered Island taxpay-

.ers. .

.~ But Senate Republican Leader

" Richard Henderson pointed out
. during this morning’s Ways and’

.'Means meeting that 11 senators

t 'voted " against the bill ‘'when it .
passed several weeks ago, show-

»1ing their displeasure with the tax,”

ki levy. - . N ~

+" The temporary two-year - in-

" crease is now before the House '

* Finance Committee where it

# faces almost certain death. .

3 Both Senate Education Chair:.’

_.man_Neil Abercrombie and Sen-- '

.- ate Hawalian Programs Chairman’

i, Lehua Fernandes Salling said .

i today that they do not agree with:

+* Yamasaki’s actions. T

r#~ DURING THIS morning’s hear- |
¢ ing -Salling said that the budget .
v was redrafted without consulting.
¢ the major committee chairmen in
' ;{he Senate. “Jt was all-done by:?

_the staff and I take exception t{o\'; :

¥ that” Salling said. . . ...
4 During a break in the hearing,, -¢
.. Abertrombie said that.he: would ¢
; ’have.liked the Opportunit to dis- ¢
. cuss the changes with the com- .,
Py‘rnittée before they were finalized.; "
3: Abercrombie said that his recom- ",
i~ mendation on how much money
i should be spent on lower educa.
; -tion-over the next two years was .
.- based on the current upcertain ..
(. revenue .picture. He said he cut.
¢ $24 ‘milllon out of the governor's . :
i - budget . to ‘heélp prevent a $285
PR o

a Budget Revamp Quesﬁf’"e’d {

million ;deficit two years from
now. . ‘

Yamasaki said that his commit-
tee has until Thursday to “finish
its deliberatioris on the budget.”
The following day is Good Friday
— a legislative holiday — so the
edrliest a floor vote can be taken ;
is next'Monday.

Yamasaki’'s committee also ‘has

been  criticized bi Common
Cause/Hawaii for holding “a .

members only’” meeting this
weekend behind closed doors.
Common Cause maintains that .
this violates the state law which
says that all decision-making ses- .
sions: of the Legislature must be

\

- open:to the public, , -

__But_Senate President Richard ) -
S.H. - Wong and other Democrats .
maintain thé meeting was closed .
‘becatise ‘it was a strategy session .,
and.was held .to prepare commit-
tee members for pending budget -
sessibns' with the House, : .

Dy
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Court Decision May Settle Issues

;.AAJ.

By Gregg K. Kakesako
Star-Bulletin Writer

! Senate President Richard S.H.
Wong yesterday suggested that
the courts may have to be the
final arbiter to determine which
meetings of the Legislature must
tie open to the public.

+ At issue is last weekend's budg-
et briefing sessions held by the
Senate Ways and Means Commit-
tee behind closed doors.

“Common_Cause/Hawaijj, the
self-proclaimed citizen's lobbymg
group, believes that the public
should be allowed to attend all
meetings of the committee. A
spokesman yesterday said a deci-
sion on whether to challenge the
Senate’s committee action will be
made before the end of the
week.

\'\

P

Wong said the decision to close
the Ways and Means Committee
briefings was his. -“There is no
clear delineation {in the law) be-
tween closed and ‘;ecret meetings
and budget sessions,” he said.

Although Wong believes the
Legislature can bar the public
from strategy budget briefings,
he suggested tHat Common Cause
should . ask the courts to clarify
which meetings c¢an be closed
under the state's sunshiné law.

SENATE Republican
Leader W. Buddy Soares said that-

as a Ways and Means Committee .

member he suggested that “noth--

Floor

soon grown bored with the dis--

cussion between senators and
would have left after ‘‘a few
hours

But in- a. floor speech Wong

‘ saxd ‘that “no decisions were
) made during the three-day-long

members only” meetings.

“It also was a strategy session
to prepare the Senate for confer-
ence meetings with the House,”
Wong said. “The real ballgame is
m the conference committee.”

Wong was referring to a series
.of meétings planned for' next
week between House and Sehate
“members over differences in the

ing would have been gained or.& nearlyss billion budget.

lost” by letting Ian Lind,
mon Cause's executive, dlrector
into the meeting because “we
weren't making decisions.”, ..
He sand that Lmd would have

2

Comn-":

“The House already has cut
nearly $43 million- from Gov.
.‘George. Ariyoshi's
: though the governor has, indicat-
ed 'that : nearly double that

. budget al-

amount must be trimmed to pre-

vent a $255 million deﬁcxt two

years .from now.

RATHER THAN trlm the budg-*

et, Senate Ways and Means Chair-
man Mamoru Yamasaki has pro-
posed raising the state’s 4 percent
gerneral excise tax to 4.5 percent,
but that proposal doesn't sit too
well with all senators.

Senate Education Chairman -

Neil Abercrombie and other com-
mittee. chairmen said the tax .in-
crease never.was considered’
when he rewrote the Department.
of Education’s budget slashmg it
by $24 million.

As it stands now, both the'

,House and Ariyoshi "oppose the -
tax increase and Abefcrombie
maintains the, Senate would be
giving the governor cagte blanche

Secret Senate Budget Talks Challenged

to fund whatever projects he de-
sires under the current Senate
proposal.

This is because the ‘Senate’s
version of -the budget now is di-
vided into two parts with priority
items in one section and the
governor's programs in a second
part. The governor's programs
would only be funded if tax col-
lections increase next year or if
the Legislature passes the in-
crease in the general excise tax..

. For instance, the Senate has
proposed that funding for the Ha-
waii Visitors Bureau's operations -
would be included in the second
part of the budget and cut to $2
million.

The House already' has agreed
to give the HVB $8 million, $2
nglhon more than it had request-
ed, - 4
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Keepmg Legislative
Commmee Sessions Open

; As if there weren’t enough complications to the process of
producing a state budget in a time of fiscal austerity, the

" Senate 'has run the risk of having the final product thrown
., out by holding a closed-door "strategy sessxon" for the Ways
and Means Committee. =~ -

Senate President Richard Wong contended that the week-

“. end seasions merely provided committee members with back-
ground information in preparation for a formal decision-
making session and the budget conference with the House.

But the executive director of Common Cause, who was

¢ turned away whey he tried to sit in on the meetings, argued

~ that they could violate Senate rules and the state Constitu-
tion. The Constitution, as amended in 1978, states that “Every

“ meeting of a cominittee in either house or of a committee

. comprised of a member or members of both houses held for

Y the purpose of making decisions on matters referred to the
‘- committee shall be open to the public,”

The difficulty, of course, c¢oncerns the issue of decision-

- making. The purpose of the constltutlonal amendment was to
" end the practice of informal, secret. meetings at which politi-
- cal deals were worked out, to be followed by public meet-
" ings at which legislators merely went through the motions of
- considering issues.
And although the Senate president contends that no deci-
. sions were reached at the budget sessions, who knows?
- Common Cause is skeptical, .to say the least, and might
- mount a legal challenge to the budget as a resuit. In 1981
“similar objections forced the Legislature into a specxal ses-
.sion to repass the budget:

To its credit, the Legislature kept the budget conference
committee sessions open last year to avoid a similar problem.
But the Senate’s “strategy session’ indicates that full open-
-ness inﬂegislatwe pgeceedmgs is still a goal to be attamed
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Senate has 2 plans
to. balance budget

By Jerry Burris

Adonmcr Politics Eduor
'I‘he fate of $40 mxlhon to $50"

mlllfon in state projects and dp -
den

grams may hang on a su
‘turnaround in the ecohomy ora
substantial local tax boost by
the Legislature.

That’s the picture that emerg-
ed . yesterday as the Senate
Ways and Means Committee
‘began deciding on its version of
the new two-year $2.9 bxlhon
state budget,

1{ has become apparent that
the House and Senate- will take
into - eonference substantially

t‘Eproaches to legally

e budget

:The House spending proposal”
‘falls $42 million short of the

- official “estimate of the state’s
" two-year ‘tax take. The House
plan is” based. on” “,opumxsm
tkat. the ‘econom

will turn
-around and the shortfall wul
‘disappear

<If- there is no turnaround, the

fﬁouse wants to leave the cut-
“ting to the governor, with per-
}haps some advice from. the

lature. - . '
“The Senate,: however, feels
t.hat lawmakers cannot legally
dalance tie budget .on optimism.
~Ways and Means” solution is to:"

have a two-part budget.

-~The first: part, “A,” would be .

lcmxcal .spending that can be. .

-harnidled even if there is no eco-
‘hramic improvement or- addition-
al tax revenue.

‘The second part “B,” con-

“tains $40 million to $50 million

worth- of programs that won't
roceed unless, as Chairman
Mamoru Yamasaki put it, “we

hdve sufficient revenues to-

‘cover it.” )
. By that, the Senate means its
proposal would boost the gener-
al-excise tax by around $50 mil-

“liom’a year.

“The - plan" 'to stake ‘the- full

'bu.dget on the hope that the

. _,.
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‘ House will agree to a tax in-

crease was criticized by Sens.
Richard Henderson and Duke
Kawasaki.

Henderson, GOP Minority
Leader, noted that the tax bill
passed the Senate by a narrow
margin. The House appears hos-
tile to the idea, he added.

Said Kawasaki: A budget
predicated on a possible tax
passing in the House is a very
tenuous position. I don’t mind
llzlx'edlctmg it won't pass the

One example of spending that
may end up in the.chancy “B”
section, is. tourism promotion.
The Hawaii Visitors Bureau
would like some $4 million a
year for the next two years.
The Senate appears ready to
throw nearly $2 million into the
“B" portion,” where it might
only emerge if the state boosts
its tax take.

-The Senate’s decision- making
on the budget came. after a
weekend closed-door briefing
_session_that drew criticism from
the citizen.lobbying group Com-
mon Cause.

ommon Cause is consxdermg
a legal challenge to the budget's
validity on grourids the closed
sessjons violated legal '‘sun-
shine” requirements.

-That court challenge, Senate
President Richard Wong said
yesterday, might be a good idea.

‘Wong said it was his decision
to allow the closed briefing ses-
. sions. While Wong said he feels
' comfortable with the decision,
he acknowledged there is no.
clear delineation on what can.
be closed in the budget process.

“1 think the line is very
gray,” he said, suggesting it
might be worth a court ruling
on what constitutes, a legislative.
meeting. . ,

Wong also said he would seek
an attorney general's opinion on
-the legality of closed-door
_ strategy sessxons by a commit-
tee.
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- State Mandatory Limits
on: ‘Campaign Spending

. "»\ k

‘In a 1976 decision, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
mandatory limits on campaign spending in the Federal Elec-
tion.Campaign Act were an unconstitutional infringement of
the; guarantee of free political expression embodied in the
First. Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

NeYertheless the 1978 Hawaii Constitutional Convention
state~Constxtution stating: “The Leglslature shall provide a
limit on. the campaign spending of candidates.”

‘When: state constitutions conflict with the U.S. Constitu-
tion, it is the federal constitutional provisions that prevail.
Presumably the same principle that was held to prohibit
mandatory campaign spending limits on the national level
would-also apply to state elections. It would therefore appear
that-the: Hawaii state constitutional provision directing the
Legisfature to limit campaign spending is a dead letter.

The Legislature, however, has now gotten around to fol' .
lowing _the state Constitution’s directive. The Senate has.
passed:-a bill providing for campaign spending limits — but .
with: no penalties for violations. The House Judiciary Com-
mittee_has passed a similar measure and forwarded it to the -
Finance Committee.

Hawali of course already has a system of voluntary spend-
ing limits, with counterpart public funds provided for the
candidates who choose to comply. But the system has failed
to. brmg the campaign spending binge under control, be-
cause-the funds provided by law are insufficient to offset
spending by rivals in major races, particularly for- governor
and -mayor of Honolulu. By contrast, at the federal level, a
similar system for presidential candidates has produced a
high' dégree of compliance because the funds provided are
moré.nearly adequate.

The chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, Kathleen
Stanley, - says she hopes the Legislature will produce a
mandatory limit on campaign spending that can survive a
court: challenge based on the 1976 U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing.

But a spokesman for Common Cause opposes the bill
because he fears that a successful court challenge “would
leave-us with no effective campaign spending controls at
all.”...

A-law that provides no penalties for violations seems -
ridiculous. If the Legislature is serious about a limit, it
shduld torrect this defect.

Having done that, it should proceed to final passage. For
the state Constitution’s directive is clear, and the Legislature
is bound to follow it. There seems no room for equivocation
on ‘this -point.

That ‘is not to say that such a law would survive a court
test. Probably it would not, although we can’t be sure.

If the law was struck down, the Legislature would at least
have -fulfilled its duty to implement the state Constitution.
Perhaps then the legislators could take on the job of increas-
ing the amount of public funds offered for voluntary compli-
ance with spending limits to more realistic levels.
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By Helen Altonn
Star-Bulletin Writer

House Finance Chairman Ken
Kiyabu believes state laws con-
cerning spending limits and dis-
closure requirements for elected
candidates should be primarily
for “big fishes” rather than “us
grass-roots candidates” who de-
pend on small donations from
family and friends.

He said yesterday that he
understands the need for tight
control over campaign spending
by gubernatorial, mayoral or con-
gressional candidates and possibly
City Council members who wield
a lot of power.

But he said legislators generally
receive small donations and can’t
easily dispense favors because of
he number of votes needed to
pprove anything. :

“It seems like there is suspicion
about those running for office
hat we're unethical. Are we
oing to do something unethical
‘or $150?” he asked.

“Why are we making it hard
or ourseives? If 1 tell you how

uch money I've got and how 1
spent it, that should suffice.”

Kivabu was expected to convert
is philosophy into recommenda-
ions to his committee today on a
Jouse-amended Senate bill cailing

for mandatory campaign spend-
ng limits and making 19 other
hanges in the present law.

THE BILL must reach the
House floor by midnight tonight

to meet a legislative deadline for
a final vote Monday on all Senate
measures with House amend-
ments. :

Jack Gonzales, executive direc-
tor of the state Campaign Spend-
ing Commission, and Jan Lind,
executive director of Co
Cause/Hawaii, both advocated
holding the bill for further study
at yesterday's hearing.

Gonzales said it would clarify
problems that cropped up during

the last election but it appears to .

be unconstitutional and if it were
struck down by the courts other
provisions in the law might be
affected.

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
in 1974 that mandatory campaign
spending limits violate freedom
of speech, but a 1978 state consti-
tutional amendment calls for
spending limits.

Lind said Common Cause

receives.
HE SAID the bill also has con-
tradictory provisions — setting

mandatory spending limits on
races while ‘“'deregulating fund-
raisers” through a new definition.

The bill also would reduce
record-keeping by the Campaign
Spending Commission from five
to two years, which Lind said
would deny the public important
information.

favors changes that would hold
down “out of control” election
expenses but “these aren't really
mandatory limits. These are only
on paper — words — with no
sanctions.”

The only penality for candidates
not complying with the law is to
refund money received above
campaign limits and to have their
names published.

Lind cited other concerns with
the bill, including elimination of
a requirement to list the occupa-
tion of those who donate more
than $100. He said this require-
ment is intended to show citizens
the kind of support a candidate

s W=

Republican Rep. Whitney
Anderson echoed Kivabu’s feel-
ings about the cumbersome re-
porting J)rocesses and paperwork
required under the campaign
spending law for candidates re-
ceiving $5 to $20 donations from
constituents. .

“I'm sure everyone is interested
where the big bucks come from”
in the top races, Anderson said.
“But it does make it so bad for

Thursday, March 31, 1983  Honolulu Star-Bulletin:

Campaign Spending Bill{Faces House Deadline

us. We feel like a bunch of
crooks and we're really just
trying to represent our district.”

Kiyabu asked what effect the
law has when some candidates
still spend more than $1 million.
(Gov. George Ariyoshi spent $2.5
million last year to win his third
term in office.) “What do we go
through this charade for?”
Kiyabu asked.

“The only way to show that

A-17

politics isn’t a corrupt business is
to lay it all open.” Lind said.

Gonzales said Hawaii has about
99 percent compliance with the
campaign contribution reporting
requirements, which provide the
public with disclosure and avoid
the “"mere appearance of impro-
priety.”

He said the law also protects
candidates against accusations
made in the heat of a race. “The
record is there for all to see.”

e ——————
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Lobby Girds
for Battle
with Senate

By Gregg K. Kakesako

Star-Bulletin Writer

Common Cause/Hawaii. a citi
zens' lobby, wants to take legal
action against the state Senate to
determine whether budgetary ses
sions held by its money commit-
tee were in violation of the
state's sunshine law.

However, the final decision
must be made by Common
Cause’s parent organization in
Washington, D.C., according to its
local executive director, lan Lind.
“It will take at least a week to 10
days before- that decision is
made,” he said Thursday.

Lind said he is confident that
the local watchdog organization
will be given the green light to
proceed.

He said he wants to expand the
legal challenge to include the
state House because similar prob-
lems exist there, especially with
the budgetary deliberations of its
Finance Committee, chaired by
Democrat Ken Kiyabu.

But Common Cause needs to
find someone who was barred
from closed-door sessions of the
Finance Committee, Lind said.

COMMON CAUSE already has
complained to House Speaker
Henry Peters that some commit-
tees weren't giving adequate
hearing notices. “But we never
got a response from the speaker,”
Lind said.

In a six-page summary, he out-
lined what Common Cause be-
lieves are “sunshine problems” at
the 1983 Legislature.

He pointed out that he was bar-
red from the March 25 and 26
meetings of the Senate Ways and
Means Committee, chaired by
Maui Democrat Mamoru Yama-
saki. Lind said representatives of
various human service agencies
also were barred or “told by com-
mittee staff that no meetings
were taking place.”

He maintains that barring the
public from these meetings,
which Senate President Richard
S.H. Wong has described as
strategy sessions, was “"a violation
of the rules of the Senate, the
Constitution of the state of Ha-
waii, and the state’'s sunshine
law."”

Senate rules require open meet-
ings of standing committees and
the State Constitution requires
that ‘“decision-making meetings
be open,” Lind said. He also said,
“The state's sunshine law, if it
applies to the Legislature. would
prohibit most closed sessions.”

IN A FLOOR speech Monday,
Wong acknowledged that a court
case would finally settle the issue
of closed meetings.

It was Wong who decided to
close last weekend's sessions of
the Ways and Means Committee
because he said they were
“strategy” meetings on the budg-
et bill.
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Campaign Spending Bills
Get Legislative Attention

By Pat Guy

Stur-Bulletin Writer

Bouth the House and Senate
have proposed radical changes to
Hawaii's campaign spending law
— ¢hanges  which  Common
Cause/Hawaii. the citizen’s lobby,
helieves relflects an attitude that
the right of a politican to raise as
much money as he can takes
precedence over controlling the
high cost of political campaigns.

Although Common Cause *‘he-
lieves the Housc bill is the superi-
or bill.” spokesman lun Lind said,
it is “two and a half steps back-
ward.”

The House bill would raise the
limit a candidate can spend in
any election to more than three
times the current limit.

But Lind said the new spending
limits “will encourage a higher
level of campaign expenditures.”
And with the higher limits, a
candidate “has to spend more to
look bad.” Lind said. ‘

What perturbs Lind most about

the bills is the attitude that he
said lies behind thein. “There
seems to be a clear feeling that a
candidate’s ‘right’ to raise as
much money as he can. in any
.way he can. takes precedence
over any possible public good
that will come from limiting
spending.”

LAWMAKERS NOW have two
weeks to try to draft a compro-
mise campaign spending bill
incorporating the changes recom-
mended by both houses.

Although both bills set manda-
tory limits on the amount that
pulitical candidates can spend.
“"the limits are only 5 percent of
what the bill does and clouds all
the other changes thev are mak-
ing.” Lind said of the House bill.

Setting spending limits, which
are now voluntary, is designed to
bring the state in compliance
with a 1978 state constitutional
amendment requiring mandatory
limits. But that provision could
be chatlenged in court because of
a U.S. Supreme Court ruling that
mandatory limits violate guaran-
tees of freedom of expression.

When passing out the House
version last month, House Judici-
ary Chairman Kathleen Stanley
said she hopes a court challenge
will be mounted to test the
mandatory limits.

Stanley is a strong supporter of

reporting and disclosure provi-

sions of the present law that the
Senate bill climinates. The Sen-
ate’s new Judiciary Chairman
Tony Chang. who voted against
the Senate bill carlier this vear,
said he also sees the requirement
o disclose campaign contribu-
tions as a vital part of the law.

LIND OF Common Cause be-
lieves the mandatory limits in ei-

-ther the

House or Senate hill
would pass a court test “hecause
the limits are not really mandato-
ry.

Lind says nvither bill has any
penalty provision for candidates
who go over the limit other than
publication in the newspaper.

Jack Gonzales. executive direc-
tor of the Campaign Spending
Commission, helieves “publication
of names prior to election still
has some impact. When vou pub-
lish their names they don’t like
it.”

The Senate bill is the simpler
of the two bills. It merely makes
current voluntary limits mandato-
ry and eliminates all require-
mentls to report contributions
with the commission. It also
climinates the tax deduction
which allows contributors to de-
duct up to five separate $100 con-
tributions to different candidates.

The House bill makes at least
20 changes in the current law,
including raising the spending
limits about threefold, but it does
not alter the reporting require-
ments which call for pre- and
post-election reports, a year-end
report and two reports a year in
non-election years.

GONZALES NOTES that the
commission in its annual reports
has said the present spending
limits should be more realistic
but said “it is in the hands of the
Legislature to make the changes.
. .As to whether this is too high
or not. we really can't say.”

In the 1982 election, 215 candi-
dates voluntarily complied with
the spending limits, and 115 did
not comply. Of the candidates
who complied with the limit, 28
received public campaign funds
obtained through a check-off sys-
tem on state income tax forms.

Under the voluntary compli-
ance system now in cffect, the
spending limit for a representa-
tive is about 86,300 and for gover-
nor the limit is $390.000. In the
last clection, Gov. George
Ariyoshi spent $25 million and
the Republican candidate D.G.
“Andy” Anderson spent $797.000.

By raising the limits, the House
bill "makes it very easy to com-
ply” because each representative
can spend about §20,000 per race,
Gonzales said.

Lind said one objection raised
to the reporting requirement is
that it discourages good people
from becoming candidates.

“IT IS NOT the bookkecping. It
is the money (needed)” that pre-
vents people from sceking elec-
tive office.” he said. “To claim
the contrary is another smoke-
screen, a diversion.™

Another aspect of the House
bill that displeases Comimon
Cause. which is a supporter of
effective mandatory campaign

limiits, is what Lind describes as
the “deregulation of fund-raising
activities.”

Under current law, a candidate
may have only ene fund-raiser,
which is defined as an event cost-
ing more than $25 a ticket. The
House amends the definition of
fund-raiser to mean any function
for which a price is charged and
for which the sole purpose is to
raise funds. The bill also exempts
the costs of fund-raising events
from the spending limit calcula-
tion.

The law now prevents people
from “heing squeezed to buy tick-
ets,” Lind said. but the House hill
“unleashes a fund-raising race”
because it would mean a candi-
date can have “as many fund-rais-
crs as he wants.” Lind predicts
this will mean “fewer stew and
rice dinners and many more $100-
a-plate dinners.”

Common Cause also opposes a
provision in th House bill that
requires spending records to he
held for two years instead of the
current five years. This means
records might not be available
the next time a candidate runs
for office, Lind said. But Gonzales
said the reports will be available
after the two-year period in the
state archives.

THE OCCUPATION of a con-
tributor would no longer have to
be listed on campaign reports ac-
cording to the House bill, a re-
quirement that now makes it
very difficult for some candidates
to comply, Gonzales said, because
they "have a difficult time track-
ing it down."”

One item Common Cause likes
in the House bhill is the require-
ment that major corporate con-
tributors also register as a com-
mittee with the commission.

“This gives the public a clearer
picture of special-interest financ-
ing.” Lind said.

Gonzales describes the House
hill as “progressive but not en-
tirely to our liking.” adding that
it “clarifies” some portions of the
stiatute that have been confusing.

He believes the present law. if

left intact, “is still very workabhle
and meets the needs of the pub-
lic to know.”

Lind is thankful for provisivns
that did not make it this far in
the legislative process.

"It could have been a3 lot
worse”" hie sand. One proposal
would have totally repealed the
campaign spcn(ling act. another
would have raised the amount a
persen could give before it had
tu be reported to the commission
and a third would have increascd
the amount a person could con-
tribute to a candidate.
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By Helen Altonn
Star-Bulletin Writer .

Lawmakers continued slow ne-
* gotiations on the state budget
today after night-long meetings
— mostly behind closed doors —
to consider compromise proposals
on controversial items.

Because of the delicate balance
of the House-Senate budget talks,
it was difficult to get any detail-
ed information on the progress or
nature of the proposals and
counter-proposals.

Common Cause/Hawaii, the citi-
zen’s lobby, today said In a letter
to Senate Ways and Means Chair-
man Mamoru Yamasaki and
House Finance Chairman Ken
Kiyabu that the process of “pass-
ing papers from one side of the
table to the other” thwarts “the
public's right to know how and
why decisions are being made....”

lan Lind, Common Cause
executive director, said the ac-
tions of the budget conferees in
deliberating on the budget
through memos appears to be
“littie more than an attempt to
evade the spirit and intent of Ha-
waii's constitutional mandate for
open-decision making.”

“Yamasaki and Kiyabu, the con-
ference leaders. also were operat-
ing under an agreement not to
¥} make any public statements un.
. less they were together. And with
leither the House or Senate con-

ferees closeted most of the night,
the chairmen were together for

Budget Conf

dhly brief moments at the bar-

.gaining table.

THE CONFEREES also were
under orders not to discuss the
negotiations.

They appeared in public for a
total of about 11 minutes between
9:15 last night and 8 this morn-
ing, exchanging work sheets
narrowing areas of disagreement.
Then they went into extended re-
cesses 1o try and reduce the list.

Budget conferees agreed on
state grants to 154 private organ-
izations early last night —the
only action discussed openly. Pri-
vate agency representatives who
had been attending the confer-
ence meetings since Thursday
night waiting for action on their
grants went home disappointed
and angry.

The Senate accepted a House -

funding plan that incorporated
features of both the House and
Senate positions, pending figures
to be drawn up by the staff and
reported back to the conference.

The agencies had hoped to see
an increase in their state funding
to help cope with federal cut-
backs.

However, those that received
state maney last year will obtain
the same amount this year.~with
no increases for inflation, and
new grants approved by the state
Budget and Finance Department
will be cut by 10 percent under
the conferees’ settlement.

Die-hard lobbyists, spectators
and staff members huddled
under blankets, coats and news-
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‘papers through the chilly night in

the third-floor conference room,
reading or napping. while the
conferees did their budget hudd-
ling.

A COMPROMISE package

- covering about 90 areas of disa-

greement in the budget was
presented by the Senate confer-
ees to House conferees.

After reviewing the Senate
Eackage for more than four

ours, the House responded with
a counterproposal to Senate con-
ferees early this morning, with
Kiyabu commenting, “We're get-
ting close.”

Aside from his remark, the con-
ference leaders revealed nothing
ahout the progress of the pro-
ceedings or the
proposals.

Some conferees thought there
was a chance of wrapping up the
budget later this morning while
others said the bargaining
showed “little give and mostly
take.”

compromise -

“There is nothing either side
can buy,” said one source, indi-
cating that the strategy was to
get the other side to knuckle
under in the fight against time to
get the money bills to the House
and Senate floors by midnight
tomorrow.

That’s the deadline for all
measures to go to the full cham-
bers to comply with a 48-hour
wait before a final vote Friday
when the Legislature is scheduled
to adjourn.

Staff members said the budget
had to be completed by midafter-
noon or earlier today to allow
time for the logistical work and
printing.

_ After wrapping up the operat-
ing budget, the conferees still
had to tackle a mandatory tax
credit for residents, a $250,000
loan to Molokai Hospital, $1.1 mil-
lion for the Office of Hawiian Af-
fairs, $2 million in Hurricane Iwa
relief funds for Kauai, a $74 mil-
lion Judiciary budget and the
state capital improvements bill,
including a controversial $70 mil-
lion sought for a new state pri-
son. * '

THE HOUSE reduced the
prison construction figure in its
budget while the Senate didn't
provide any money for it.

The conferees hit a block yes-
terday over the state Department
of Education and University of
Hawaii budgets. Five of 13 pages
listing areas of disagreement con-
cern education items.

The Ways and Means Commit-
tee reportedly dropped a House-
opposed $6,000 appropriation for

Lanai in its compromise plan.

73 special education program on

\

But it cut in haif the funding
for a high school computer
awareness program backed
strongly by the House while re-
taining and expanding a Senate-
backed Hawaiian studies program
using “kupunas” or Hawaiian
elders. :

Senate President Richard Wong
said yesterday that those two pro-
grams represented a major

' philosophical disagreement be-
. tween the House and Senate
! hudget negotiators.

The largest budget item in dis-
pute concerns the Medicaid pro-

. gram.

The House called for a 15 per-
cent cut in physicians’ fees to
help the state Department of So-

~cial Services and Housing achieve
a $25 million budget cut for the
_ program next year.

The Senate reduced the 15 per-
cent to 5 percent and provided
an additional $5.3 million in state
funds for the program, to be
matched by $5.5 million in feder-

| al dollars.

Because of acoustical problems

! in the conference room and sqfl
‘l voices of the two money chair-

man, some of the conferces were

as much in the dark as to the

- goings on as the onlookers.
House members at the far end
of the table particularly had a
hard time hearing, which caused
a few humorous moments, such
as when the conferees agreed on
a $2.000 appropriation for a clock

vin the Capitol security office. One

House member thought it was for
a truck and another thought it
was for a duck. ‘
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